
AASFAA Board Meeting 
December 15, 2018 

 
1:33 p.m. Call to Order by Rebekah Salcedo 
 

In attendance: Rebekah Salcedo, Dianne Fulmer, Phil LeBlanc, Kim Murphy, Bee Sena, 
Aurie Clifford, Shelly Semler, David Donderwicz, Akhtar Parvez, Tia Smith, Ryan Taylor, 
Amanda Cornelius and Kelly O’Brien.  Zoom meeting attendees included: Diana Dowling,  
(I did not write down the zoom meeting participants – did you??) 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
Motion:  Amanda moved the minutes of the previous meeting be approved with the correct 

spelling of Akhtar’s name throughout and the note that where the minutes addressed 
“member clicks”, it was actually stating that we have the ability to post minutes and 
reports in member clicks.  Under Addendums, #5 should have indicated that based on 
the information collected from a majority of members via email, Tia Smith was selected 
to attend the NASFAA Leadership Conference with Amanda.  The minutes, along with 
these corrections, were seconded by Diana, all approved and the motion carried. 

 
 Conference Committee Report (see attachment #1) 
 
 Akhtar discussed the committee’s process in selecting a venue for the conference in 

February.  Prior to this meeting, we all participated in a tour of Casino Del Sol and 
enjoyed a sampling of their delicious menu items.  Akhtar related that this venue is very 
economical and the meeting today was complementary, at no cost to AASFAA.   

 
 Once Casino Del Sol was chosen as the venue, Tia and Shelly began finalizing the topics 

for the conference, found presenters and even have three alternates in waiting if we 
need them.  An agenda was provided to the members present, and will be emailed to 
the members who were on Zoom.  The committee is in the final stages of needing 
volunteers to help with the registration table and they are also trying to arrange a 
traditional Native American dance to kick off the conference. 

 
 Vendors will have ample time for their booths, as they will be in the hallway while the 

attendees will be going in and out of their sessions during the day.  The vendors will be 
setting up Monday late afternoon with booths open on Tuesday between 8 – 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:45 – 3:15 p.m.  On Wednesday, vendors will be available from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. 
 
The cost to attend the spring conference will be $150 per person and will include 
lunch/dinner on Tuesday and breakfast/lunch on Wednesday.   This cost also includes 
free drinks during a social hour with Liquid Sunshine in the Paradiso Lounge from 5:00 – 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday evening. 
 
Aurie indicated that there will be a WASFAA Pre-Conference session that will require a 
separate registration on Monday, February 11th.  NASFAA credentialed trainers will 



present their Fall 2018 Regional training.  This includes Satisfactory Academic Progress 
(SAP) credential prep, study guide and credential test voucher for only $55 if you are a 
current WASFAA member or $105 which includes a 2018-19 WASFAA membership.  
Non-members will pay a fee of $105 to attend. 
 
AASFAA will be paying for one room for one night for our Board and Committee 
members.  Akhtar will get everyone’s preference on what night they would like the 
Board to pay for: Sunday, Monday or Tuesday.  The hotel will honor their $119 per night 
rate up to 5 days before and 5 days after the conference if you would like to extend your 
stay. 
 
All members were reminded to register for the conference and select “will pay” even 
though they will not be charged to attend.  In this way we will have an accurate 
attendance count.   
 
Other Reports 
 
 President’s Report 
 
Rebekah welcomed  David Donderewicz to the Board and indicated that we still have 
the Communications/Social Media Committee Chair position to fill. 
 
 President-Elect Report 
 
Amanda has no special projects to report but did let the Board know that when at the 
NASFAA conference they will be scheduling a Hill visit and would like Board input on 
talking about advocacy and any questions we may have for them. 
  
 Past-President Report 
 
Diana talked about the upcoming Board elections.  Rebekah thought we should keep the 
ballots open until February so they are open during the conference.   Diana thought we 
could advertise the positions at the conference to generate more interest.  She also 
wondered how we should get the ballots out to the membership: Survey Monkey or 
Googledocs?  The second week in January we will open up the nominations. 
 
 Vice-President Report 
 
Shaundra sent out the updated bylaws, however, she was having formatting issues and 
asked Amanda to help her out with that.  She sent out four committee descriptions and 
will help recruit at the conference for people who are interested in the positions. 
 
 Treasurer/Treasurer-Elect Report (see attachment #2) 
 
Kim sent out the most recent treasury reports to the members, but indicated that there 
are already updates that need to be noted: U of A made a conference payment of 
$3,900 and Pima paid $500, we made $1,765 on the Drive-Ins with $1,950 collected in 
discount dues and $525 collected for regular dues. 



 Secretary Report 
 
Kelly did not have anything to add on the Secretary report, aside from the minutes 
presented. 
 
 Reps at Large 
 
Chris and Shelly, will report under the Awards & Scholarships report. 
 
 Training Committee (see attachment #3) 
 
Aurie reported that over 60 people attended the drive ins in Tucson, Mesa and Flagstaff.  
Pima also paid for a special training in Administrative Capability so the $500 they paid 
for that is all profit.  She also indicated that the PCC CHancellor was invited to WASFAA 
for a special session and he wanted to bring back what he learned to the education 
community…he wants to invite all Board Chancellors to a training event in the summer.  
Aurie said that she doesn’t know if AASFAA wants to be involved or not but that it is an 
opportunity for us to do something while he is energized about it.  All members agreed 
that it would be a good idea to be involved.  Phil also added that we are definitely the 
right group to help him with his idea.    Rebekah asked that Aurie get more specific 
information on what they may need from us and report at the February meeting. 
 
 Membership/Volunteer Committee (see attachment #4) 
 
Bee reported that there needs to be some clean up in the membership listings – there 
may be schools or individuals who may be duplicates in the system.  Ryan asked about 
us looking into other institutions that have never registered with us and reach out to 
them.  Bee agreed that this would be a good project.  She indicated that there are 26 
memberships from 16/17 that have not renewed and it would be good to reach out to 
them as well.  Phil and Bee presented everyone with a spreadsheet that highlighted 
schools we should reach out to. (Attachment #) 
 
 Awards & Scholarships Committee (see attachment #5) 
 
David indicated the Sponsorship application closed on November 30th.  They had 7 
applicants and two were chosen: Mac Smith of NAU and Juana Martinez of Coconino 
Community College.  The John Medley Financial Aid Advocacy Award deadline has been 
extended to 1/4/19 and they put on List Serve yesterday but have received no 
applicants as of yet.  A write up on John Medley was included to aid in the nominations.   
The Committee has received three (3) nominations for the Robert Thompson Memorial 
Leadership Award and will review the nominations and make a decision next week.  The 
Committee has talked to Sahuaro Trophy and they have until mid-January to get the 
awards to them, so that we will have them in time for the conference. (Attachment # ) 

 
Phil suggested that we give out an Honorary Lifetime Membership Award each year.  
After some discussion, it was decided that this a great idea.  Rebekah made a motion 
that we give Honorary Lifetime Membership Awards to John Nametz and Diane Mattier 
this year, Kim seconded the motion – all approved and the motion carried.   



There was some discussion on changing the awards up next year after Phil suggested we 
have a “New Up & Coming Award” for a leader or volunteer as a way to recognize 
others and draw them in to getting more involved in our organization.  Though some 
members thought we should change the name of the Robert Thompson award, others 
thought that this was not right considering he was a leader in AASFAA for a long while 
and this was how he was recognized by the community.  Rebekah thought we should 
keep our current awards and just add another.  Aurie will try to design a rubric to use to 
score the Robert Thompson award, once we find more information on him. 
 
 Vendor Relations Committee (see attachment #6) 
 
Dianne had sent out the Vendor Relations Committee report prior to our meeting 
(Attachment # ).  She has four (4) vendors currently registered to exhibit at the 
conference: FATV, CollegAve, Inceptia and Getwise.  There are also two (2) additional 
confirmations but they are finishing the internal approval process: Wells Fargo and 
CommonBond. 
 
Shelly asked about getting the vendors logos on our paperwork, specifically the tri-fold 
for the conference, however, Dianne indicated that we won’t get that information until 
after the holidays.  Rebekah wondered if we could give them a deadline to get them to 
register or they will not be in the tri-fold.   We need this information by the 7th of 
January. 
 
Dianne thanked the Conference Committee for adding the vendors to the Agenda and 
asked if we will have conference bags.  We are not doing bags this year, however. 
 

Outreach Committee 
 
Deena discussed the issue of having a fundraising activity during the conference and 
although she has reached out to the Native American Indian Fund Scholarship folks, she 
still has not heard back from them.  Rebekah is going to try and reach out to Matt Shelly 
regarding a possible DACA Scholarship. 
 
 IT/Website Development Committee (see attachment #7) 
 
Nic indicated that not much has changed with the website and that the hits have been 
relatively consistent.  Phil asked if it would be possible to download documents for 
members who attend the trainings due to some schools not having the ability to receive 
or send emails that are large.  Nic stated that we may be able to post something on our 
page where they can log in to receive the information.  The Google Analytics highlights 
from our website from 12/12/17 through 12/12/18 can be found on Nic’s report 
(Attachment # ). 
 
 Communications/Social Media Committee  
 
We currently do not have a chair or committee for communications and social media, 
however, during the conference Nic and Tia will help manage – Tia will need access to 
the communications page so that she can upload information. 



Meeting adjourned at 3:06 p.m. 
 
 These minutes are respectfully submitted by Kelly O’Brien. 
 
 

ADDENDUM TO MINUTES 
 
Nic Dehaan is no longer with AASFAA as he has taken a job outside higher education.  
Tim Spahn from the University of Arizona has agreed to take over the IT/Web 
Site/Communications Chair responsibilities for the remainder of the year. 
 
Our February Board meeting will take place on Monday, February 11th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at Casino Del Sol in Tucson.  Lunch will be provided, please let Rebekah 
know if you can be there in person or will be there via Zoom. 
 
Make sure you have sent Diana Dowling a headshot so that she can include it on the 
Board/Committee Chair display she is designing to display at the conference to generate 
interest in running for a Board position or volunteering for a Board committee  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 




























